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FACTS & FIGURES

famous locations are subject to rigorous restrictions. This requires 
meticulous planning and close collaboration with the site management 
team 20-20 Events to ensure the landscape is protected throughout the 
installation.

The new layout demonstrated the amazing flexibility of Neptunus’ 
Evolution technology. Technicians were able to ‘cut out’ corners to work 
around the site space available and any obstacles that were in the way. 
The second exhibition hall measured 65m x 135m under a single span 
roof with only 12 internal support legs in the whole footprint which 
were cleverly hidden in the interior layout to provide additional space 
for exhibitors. Neptunus believes it is the first time that a structure 
with one 65m wide roof span has been built for an event in the UK.  

As in previous years the time to install and remove all equipment 
was governed by strict deadlines. Services, such as lighting and air 
conditioning ducts, needed to be placed in the roof construction at 
ground level and be lifted with Space Frame hydraulics. The 65m 
x 135m roof with everything in it weighs over 175 tonnes, but was 
successfully lifted ahead of schedule. 

Despite the new changes introduced visitors arriving at the main 
entrance off of the Embankment still encountered the experience 
that they were entering a gallery in a permanent building. Stabilo 
International, who are responsible for the magnificent fit-out and 
interior design, retained the wrap around the front of Neptunus’ 
structures which form a fabric replica of the Royal Hospital Chelsea 
which is home to the legendary Chelsea Pensioners.

The Verdict

Lucie Kitchener, Managing Director of Masterpiece London, says: “We 
are delighted to have worked with Neptunus for the last 8 years, who 
have helped us physically realise our growing ambitions for the fair. 
This year, they’ve enabled us to increase the footprint of the fair which 
will work to improve the flow throughout the fair, and especially during 
our busy preview day. We’re pleased to have been able to increase the 
number of exhibitors to 160 this year, which we feel is an optimum 
number for our guests to enjoy the best of international art, design, 
furniture and jewellery brought together under one roof.”
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